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Market overview

The caustic soda market has been through some significant gyrations in the last few years. Strong
demand growth in 2016-2017 and weak demand growth from 2018-2019 have resulted in significant
price swings. In 2017, a number of factors tightened caustic soda supply amid strong demand growth,
especially in the alumina industry. These factors include European plants’ conversion to membrane
technology from mercury cell technology; China’s winter environmental restrictions; and a hurricane
that hit the US Gulf coast in 2017. This year started with massive changes to the supply and demand
of caustic soda as a result of Covid-19. The market will eventually recover from the impact of the
coronavirus, but near-term future growth will be affected. The Argus Caustic Soda Global Market and
Price Analysis reviews the market and provides a forecast for developments in the industry.

About the study

Argus Consulting provides analysis on caustic soda supply versus demand and its view on the most
likely supply or export market scenarios based on its knowledge of trade patterns, market economics,
and other strengths, weaknesses and trends.
The study covers production capacities of caustic soda on a company level, broken down by country,
region and globally. Argus forecasts caustic soda consumption by assessing derivative demand and
growth rates on a global, regional and country-by-country basis.
The list of demand derivatives to be covered for this study is as follow:
• Caustic soda
• TDI, MDI, Polycarbonate
• Textiles
• Alumina
(Phosgene-linked products)
• Pulp and paper
• Organic chemicals
• Petrochemical applications
• Water treatment
• Inorganic chemicals
• Soaps and detergents
• Others
Extensive geographic coverage
The regions and countries to be covered within this study is as follow:

North America:
USA

Russia & Central Asia:
Russia

Latin America & Caribbean:
Argentina, Brazil

Africa & Middle East:
Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, Turkey

Europe:
Germany, France, Belgium, The
Netherlands, Spain, United Kingdom,
Norway, Sweden, Poland, Romania,
Finland, Italy

Asia:
India, Pakistan, China, Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, Australia
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This study package offers three deliverables:

Global caustic soda
supply and demand study
2020

Regional price and cash
cost analysis

Presentation session on
Argus long-term view

Format:
Report in PDF and data in XLS

Format:
Report in PDF and data in XLS

Format:
Webinar

Indicative Schedule:
End of August 2020

Indicative Schedule:
August & December 2020
March & June 2021

Indicative Schedule:
Upon completion of the report

Content:
Executive summary
Section 1: Introduction
Section 2: World summary
Section 3: North America
Section 4: Latin America & the
Caribbean
Section 5: Europe
Section 6: Russia & Central
Asia
Section 7: Africa
Section 8: The Middle East
Section 9: South Asia
Section 10: Northeast Asia
Section 11: Southeast Asia
Section 12: Australasia
Appendix: Caustic soda
capacity

Content:
A 10-year price forecast (20192030) and snapshot of cash
cost across 5-year intervals
(2020, 2025, 2030) will be
provided. The prices and cash
cost will be updated on a
quarterly basis.
The prices covered are:
• Crude: Brent, Dubai and
West Texas Intermediate
(USD/bl)
• Natural gas: Henry Hub,
National Balancing Point
and northeast Asia (USD/
mn Btu)
• Coal: Qinhuangdao (USD/t)
• Caustic soda: USGC,
northwest Europe,
northeast Asia and Middle
East (USD/dmt)

Content:
Argus will provide
presentations upon request
by clients. Argus will
determine the timing and
form of the presentations in
consultation with clients. It
may be in the form of faceto-face or tele-conference
sessions. Representative(s)
from the Argus team will
present their long-term view
on the chlor-alkali industry,
with a focus on caustic soda.
Through these presentations,
Argus will seek to discuss the
industry situation with clients,
which can be used to inform
the overall study.

Accompanied with data in XLS.

Argus Consulting:
Inorganic chemicals

Tracking this sector requires a high level of understanding of the market’s dynamics and the
experience to interpret the market to provide an accurate price assessment. With more than 60
combined years of global petrochemical experience, including more than 30 years in the chlor-alkali
consulting space, Argus’ experts will help you decide which trends to track and how to stay competitive
in today’s ever-changing global markets.
Argus Consulting builds on Argus’ key strengths developed in the price reporting business. The
consulting team provides fundamentals data and analytical tools, strategy reports, and forwardlooking price outlooks, and leverages these in bespoke projects for clients. Argus in recent years has
been specifically focusing on the inorganic chemicals market, including chlorine and caustic soda.
Contact
For more information or to discuss any aspect of the study and/or fee options, leave your details at
this link or contact us at marketingsg@argusmedia.com.
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